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RED BASIN OUTING A GREAT SUCCESS

The outing on Red Basin January 16™ & 17" was a great success for all who attended. This
was a first of many planned outings where the club will use heavy equipment to dig or push
material for members to process. When we filed our intentions with the BLM there were a
number of claims we declared the club would use blades or back hoes.

At first glance upon arriving at Red Basin on Saturday morning it looked like a Trailer park
had sprung up. A rough estimate is that there were over 100 members on this outing.
The picture below shows Don Duesenberg at work or play on the upper end of the claims.



Adopt-A-Claim

At the last General Meeting we drew two names for
a Gold Nugget. There were not many names in the
can. The Nuggets were won by Jerry Glover and Lon
Wolff. We really need to get reports into the office
or to me GENE so we know the condition of the
claims and put your names in the can for the drawing
every quarter. Its impossible for me to visit every
claim so as Roadrunners | need your help to know
the condition of the claims. So sign up for a claim
and get those reports in. It could be worth a Gold
Nugget.

- Your Vice President, Gene Glover

Volunteers needed to help Revitalize

Antelope Habitat.
Roadrunners members have agreed to volunteer to
assist the Arizona Game and Fish and Coconino
National Forest on a grassland restoration project.
The short- term goal is to cut down small, young
pinyon and juniper trees on 1,982 acres of the
national forest. The grand plan is to eventually cut
down trees on 60,000 acres to revitalize this
important grass ecosystem. We will be working
hand-in-hand with wildlife professionals and land
management officials.
Volunteers from other organizations have cut down
trees on 1,300 acres so far. Cutting the trees will
help wildlife, especially antelope, in several ways,
including:
o Keeping the grassland from becoming
woodland:
o Creating shelter and protection for young
plants so they can mature:
e Providing cover to help antelope fawns hide
from predators such as coyotes.
The area we will be working on is called Anderson
Mesa and is located east of Flagstaff. We will
attempt this in July. The Game and Fish biologist |
spoke to said they normally start early morning and
will stop after 4 or 5 hours. | will need a count of
members that plan to assist. The forest service will
find a place for us to camp for the weekend for those
that want to stay more than a day.
The biologist said they have never had a large group
show up for an outing and was very excited when |
said we might have a big turnout. Please don’t prove
me wrong. | asked if members with ATV’s were
allowed to use them and | was told as long as the

normal laws were followed that it would be O.K.
We have a few more months between now and July
so please plan to assist us. I’ll publish more details

as they develop.
-Thank you, Al Ordorica

A Big Thank You
Hi Gang! Hey, a big "THANK YOU" to all the
people who put together the Red Basin outing! Ken
Chichester, that was really great of you to go out of
your way (literally) to make sure the Porta-Potties
made it to the right place. Don Duesenburg, you
worked that backhoe long and hard to make certain
that everyone had plenty of dirt to process AND
made easy work
(for the rest of us) by filling in all the holes fterward.
We're sure there was also a great deal of behind-the-
scenes work by others that went into making this a
success. We appreciate it. Best Regards,

Lon & Mary Ann Wolff #5016

Claims Marking and Outing

Well folks we had a FANTASTIC outing at the Red
Basin claim and | hope the one in February on the
Morristown claim CARRIE # 2 will be as good. We
are going to remark the seven claims west of the Red
Basin claims. This will be on march 6 we will have a
sign up sheet at the February General meeting. We
are going to have a good lunch as Rex and Roslyn
are going to fix it but we need to know how many
are planning on being there. -Gene

Correction to Claim Map Table of

Contents

Within your February Newsletter, you will find a
corrected copy of the Table of Contents for your
Map Packets, dated Jan. 7, 2004. The one dated
Dec. 17, 2003, had a mistake on Map #11; Jenny,
Jack Ass & Henny, had been left off.

JDR CLAIMS MAP #4

We continue to have problems with access and our
lock on the gate leading down into these claims.
Norm Smith has recently met with Vicki Clay,
Ranger with Bradshaw Ranger District and again put
our lock on this gate. It is a snug fit and you will just
need to be patient when attempting to open the lock.
Make sure that once opened, it is replaced.
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JANUARY GENERAL MEETING

There were154 members and guests who attended.
Our speaker was Jo Ann Bender, author of Cries in
the Desert, A Treasure Hunt Gone Wrong.

ADOPT-A CLAIM
JANUARY DRAWING WINNERS”
Lon Wolff and Jerry Glover

Quarterly 1/2 oz NUGGET DRAWING
WINNER:
Douglas Tucker

JANUARY VIP
DRAWING WINNERS:
Alan Baer, Bill Coffee & Jerry Glover

NAME BADGE DRAWING WINNERS:
Randy Baker, Dorthy Elliott, Ray Keeran, Vic
Pierce & Don Stults

Monthly Meeting Place

We have visited with Facilities Coordinator at Loma
Linda Elementary School and made arrangements
for access through a gate on the South side (Front) of
the school. Within this newsletter is a diagram of the
school property. The gate that will be open is located
just East of the Cafeteria building. The main area of
the school is now blocked off with 8 ft. high barriers
and gates.

For those members who desire to park within the
school parking area, please follow the dotted line in
the diagram for access and foot travel path to the
Multi-purpose room.

The school has had problems with break-ins

and as such, have installed a new security system
with cameras. There is a camera on the North side of
the Multi-purpose room, that covers the two double
gates on that side. Regretfully, there are only two
street lights and the camera will only pick-up images
within the lighted area.

Due to new school security policy, we now have to
be out of the meeting room and off premises, no
later than 9:30pm. This gives the Head Custodian
time to check the entire premises, making sure
everything is locked and no-one inside, prior to
10:00pm, at which time security system is activated.

REMINDER - There is NO SMOKING on school
premises. If you need to smoke during our monthly
meeting, please go outside the school fence.

Correction to Article in_Jan Newsletter
regarding Adopt—a-Claim

October 2003, we commenced a quarterly drawing
for those members who have volunteered to Adopt-
A-Claim. For those volunteers who have adopted a
claim or group of claims and been active, with
submission of reports, their names go in for this
drawing. There will be two (2) nuggets drawn
each quarter. At the January General Meeting a
drawing was held for those members who have
Adopted-A-Claim (or group of claims) and
submitted reports between the October 03 General
Meeting and the January 04 meeting. The next
quarterly drawing will be in March (putting us on a
quarterly schedule), then in June, September and
December; concluding at the December Steak Fry.
After the December quarterly drawing, there will be
a year end drawing for a 1/4 oz. nugget, with the
names of all those who have been active in the
program, being included.

We need the help of all members in maintaining our
claims and letting the Board know of those claims in
need of maintenance/remarking. Our members who
depart and leave for cooler climates, in the spring;
can also Adopt-A-Claim and become active in this
program, during your seasonal stay. Either sign-up
at the General Meetings or give Gene Glover a call
to get on the list.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
The New Member Orientation went very well on
Mon. night We had 11 new members at the meeting.
We went over the by-laws - rules and regulations
and when we came to the maps | found a very
interesting item. No one had the dates when some of
the claims are closed (they are listed in item 17 of
the Plan of Operation for the Bradshaw Ranger
District). At the Board Meeting we decided to
publish the dates in the news letter, have some at the
General Meeting and send some in the mail. See you
at the General Meeting or at the CASS claims. There
will be no meeting in February, with the next
meeting being on Monday March 22, 2004.

- Gene
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NAME BADGES WHILE ON CLAIMS
We need to remind all members that per our Rules
and Regulations “Members are required to wear (or
display in a conspicuous place) the current annual
colored badge provided for all members, while on
club claims.” Life Members should wear their Life
Badge or have it available and on display. It seems
that we are having numerous occasions of persons
claiming to be members, on our claims, with no
badge available. If you are one of our claims and do
not have a badge visible, please do not be offended,
if another member questions your membership.

As paying members or paid up members, RRPC is
for your benefit and not that of non-members who
could care less whose claims they are working. With
the population growth moving further into Western
Maricopa County, we seem to be having more
incidents were non-members are attempting to, and
actually using our claims.

DREDGING REGULATIONS

If you review our Rules and Regulations, you will
see under “EQUIPMENT?” it states in the second
sentence - Dredge size is limited to four (4) inches
on all claims. This does not mean that all members
can use a four (4) inch dredge.

Review the Plan of Operations For the Bradshaw
Ranger District, in which paragraph 16. (states) The
approval of the Plan of Operations expires on June
31, 2002. (We have received two extensions to this
and Jack Engbrecht is presently working with the
Ranger District in updating this Plan of Operation).

Within this Plan of Operations, please read
paragraph 3. With the exception of those club
members that are allowed to use 4" dredge (see
attached list), club activity will be limited to suction
dredging of stream gravels using a 3" or smaller

dredge.

There is a list of those club members that were
grand-fathered in for use of 4 inch dredges. As such,
these are the only members authorized to use a
dredge in size above 3 inches. When a new Plan of
Operation is published, if this language remains as it
now reads, this list will be attached to any new Plan
of Operation that goes out to RRPC membership.

OUTINGS/ ASSESSMENT DIG
CHANGE OF PLANS

Due to the notice of intent filed with BLM

the club is limited to the claims we can use heavy
equipment on. The notice of intent for the Carrie
Claims was returned to the club and has to be re-
filed. Therefore the annual assessment dig this year
is scheduled to take place on Cass #4 & #7 map page
12 on February 21% & 22" If that area gets to wet
from excessive rain the assessment dig will be
rescheduled.

There will be an announcement at the General
Meeting if we need to cancel and a message will be
placed on the RRPC office answering machine and
the web site updated. Any reports on the condition of
the Morristown claims for dry washing the week
before the assessment dig would be appreciated.

There are two lines at the top of Our New Member
Application form for the name and membership
number of the current member responsible for the
new member joining our club — make sure your
name and number are there and you will be
rewarded.

The following NEW MEMBER AWARDS will be
awarded at the FEBRUARY GENERAL
MEETING. — (if you are unable to attend the
General Meeting, your nugget will be mailed to

you).

1 nugget to #4941, Jim Boxberger for bringing in

Ron & Shirley Mickelson

e 1 nugget to #4831, Matt Bosman for bringing in
Eldon & Janett Murel

e 1 nugget to #1105, Donna Thorn for bringing in Tom
& Gerry Horton

e 2 nuggets to #5044, Larry Van Wey bringing in Dale
& Marilyn Ratzlaff and Don & Betty Day

e 1 nugget to #4366, Vic Pierce bringing in Fred &
Mickey Visser

e 1 nuggetto #4730, Terry Keliher bringing in Bill &
Carmen Carnes

e 1 nugget to #4916, Gerry Davis bringing in Larry
Shiltz

e 1 nugget to #4526, David Bernard bringing in
Douglas Turner

e 1 nugget to #3519, Tom Papa bringing in Don & Sum
Patty

e 1 nugget to #5119, Chris Dunn bringing in Chris
Shirling & Susan Lemmon

e 1 nugget to #4597, Jim Cobianco bringing in David

& Jerry Rowell
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NO PROSPECTING ON PINTO CREEK

MAP PAGE 16

A new plan of operation has been submitted to the
Tonto National Forest as they would not renew our
old plan. A letter has been received in the club office
saying that mining activity is still taking place on
Bedrock #2 claim and reminding us that no mining
activity is to take place on these claims until the plan
is approved. The letter copies the Law Enforcement
Officer for the District so you can be sure they will
be watching for activity there. Please DO NOT
PROSPECT ON MAP 16 CLAIMS until you
receive a new plan of operation approval letter with
your newsletter.

FROM THE TREASURER------

As payments are being received to bring annual
accounts to a current status, the 2004 badges are
being made and mailed. There are 116 annual
members to whom | have not been able to send a
2004 badge, these will receive a second statement as
of January 31% that will give them to the end of
February to bring the account current. Those
remaining unpaid will then be marked as “Inactive”
and will not receive the newsletter and after
February 29", any member not displaying a 2004
badge or a LIFE membership badge will not be able
to use any of our claims.

We had a very good turn-out for our Christmas
Steak Fry. Even thought there were a few who did
not completely understand how the prizes were to be
distributed, I think that most had a good time. In
our ongoing effort to keep the general membership
as up-to-date as possible, here are the dollars-and-
cents of the RRPC Steak Fry for 2003.

Revenue from Tickets  $2,353.00
Revenue from Avrtist 170.00
TOTAL REVENUE $2,523.00
Expenditures
Cost for food  $2,037.06
Spent on Prizes  3,558.18
To reserve ramada’s 300.00
Misc. (plates, condiments, utensils, decorations,
artist, 637.27
Total Cost  $6,532.51
So as you can see, the December 2003 Annual Steak
Fry cost the club $4,009.51.

The cost of reserving the ramada’s for next year has
been increased to $1008.00. We knew of the
proposed increase and we tried to find a suitable,
centrally located facility that would not be as
expensive, but when we presented the options to the
members attending the steak fry, the vote was to
keep it at Saguaro Ranch Park and pay the extra. The
reservation for next years Steak Fry on December
11, 2004 were made and paid for on the Monday
following the steak fry.

As always, please remember to write your
membership humber on your check when making a
payment and also to leave your membership
number when you call the club office or any of the
board members with a question or change of
address. That makes locating your membership
information a whole bunch easier to access.

Thanks, Sﬁ/vww (Treasurer)

PROSPECTING BUDDIES (2004 listing)

The below members have placed their names on the
Prospecting Buddies Sign-up Sheet. The names are
published with permission.

If you are also looking for someone to prospect with,
give them a call. If you would like to add your name
to this list, sign up at the General Meetings, or call
Rex Drake.

Bill Dyer

#5095  XXX-XXX-XXXX

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
From December 19™ through the January 26™ we
welcomed 19 new members. Those joining us after the
26™ will be recognized in next month’s newsletter:
Tim & Cheryl Edwards of Salida, CO.
Ron & Shriley Mickelson of Grand Rapids, Ml
Elson & Janett Murel of Phoenix, AZ
Tom & Gerry Horton of Sun City West, AZ
Dale & Marilyn Ratzlaff of Bradshaw, NE
Donald & Betty Day of Grand Island, NE
Fred & Mickey Visser of Scottsdale, AZ
Lou & Pat Ryerson of Winterhaven, CA
Bill & Carmen Carnes of Mesa, AZ
Larry Shiltz of Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA
Douglas Tucker of Mesa, AZ
Bruce & Christy Graff of Tucson, AZ
Don & Sue Patty of Cave Creek, AZ
Chris & Susan Shiring of Glendale, AZ
David & Judy Rowell of Arlington, AZ
Trent Cone of Buckeye, AZ
Nick Ball of Prescott, AZ
Carl Hanson of Littleton, CO
Jon & Barbara Lavold of Scottsdale, AZ
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Planning to move? Let us know ...

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Feb Events Mar Events

General Meeting — Feb 19 General Meeting — Mar 19

Outing — Feb 21 Outing — Mar 21
(Annual Assessment - claim TBD)

New Member Orientation — none New Member Orientation — Mar 22

Board Meeting — Feb 24 Board Meeting — Mar 23

$10.00 Life badge Replacement Fee $20.00 Map Packet Replacement Fee
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