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October Outing on the Carrie Claims 
Although the ground was damp it was a beautiful day a good time was had by all, 
and a bit of gold was even found …. 

Joe Johnson caught working …. 2.3g nugget found while drywashing. 

ROADRUNNER PROSPECTORS’ CLUB STEAK FRY ORDER FORM: 
Dec. 11, 2004 at Saguaro Ranch Park, 59th Ave between Olive and Peoria. 

Name:            Badge #:        
 
Address:            # Member tickets needed:     
                (2 allowed @ $5.00 each) 
              # Children tickets needed:     
              # Guest tickets needed      
                (@ $15.00 each) 
 
If you wish to order your tickets by mail complete the order form and send it along with 
a check made out to Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club and include a business sized self-
addressed stamped envelope to: 

Steak Fry Committee 
Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club 
P.O. Box 56804  
Phoenix, AZ 85079-6804 
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3rd Annual Geo Hunt 
 

One of the events at the coin shoot this coming No-
vember will be the third annual Geo-Hunt.  It con-
sists of teams of two contestants. Each team will 
use a GPS and a metal detector.  We can handle 
thirty teams.  As per requests through the year, 
folks wanted the event to be a little harder than last 
year. It will be. The winning teams will earn their 
prizes.   There will be prizes for each team member 
and first, second and third prizes.  So start getting 
re-acquainted with your GPS and detector, it's just 
a month away.      
 
Here is the plan : 20 large targets are buried no 
more than 2" in ground. They are each identified.  
All targets are within the borders of the claims on 
map #21.   Teams of 2 people each, will be given 
an envelope before start of event. At start of event, 
each team will open their envelope and see co-
ordinates for the targets. Teams will disperse with 
GPS and Detector.  At end of event, team with 
most targets wins 1st prize, second most targets 
gets 2nd, etc.  This event starts as the first event of 
the day and ends as the last event of the day. Thus 
allowing people to take part in other events as they 
wish.   The targets are already placed and the co-
ordinate sheets  and envelopes made up.   I can ac-
commodate up to 30 teams   The hunt will be 
harder than last year. It will be for experienced 
GPS operators.  This is per numerous requests I've 
had this past year.  The winning team will deserve 
worthy prizes.                  -  Terry K 

Future Headlines ??? 
Roadrunner Prospector Club Ceases to Exist 

 
 Do you think you will ever see these headlines in 
the last Bird Tailings to go to Press? You might if 
the Club can not get good members to serve on the 
Board of Directors or as President of the Club. 
Elections are coming up in the club and the ballots 
have been mailed.  Out of over 1,200 members on 
the books only three names are on the ballot. Two 
of those are already serving and would like to have 
had some time to enjoy their hobby of prospecting 
without spending all their time on club business. 
 
 Many an article has been written about the lack of 
volunteers for these club positions and many of you 
have ignored the pleas and believe the club will go 

on forever without your involvement or help. Your 
board members can not do everything by them-
selves. With the government constantly creating 
new regulations and inventing ways to keep us 
from enjoying our mining claims the jobs of your 
board members becomes more time consuming and 
complicated. The club runs on volunteers and we 
do not have any! Your club President has worked 
harder at keeping the club in good financial shape 
and running smoothly than any past President I 
have witnessed. He would have liked to just go 
prospecting and not worry about your interest or 
what you want the club to do, and the petty com-
plaints some of you have about how thing are done. 
Funny how the biggest complainers never run for 
club office or volunteer to head up a committee and 
do a small part for the Club. Out of over 100 mem-
bers attending the last general meeting we could 
hardly get anyone to volunteer to help out with the 
Steak Fry this December. I am willing to bet that a 
bunch of you show up wanting to be fed and given 
a gold nugget without the thought of helping out. 
Some of you will go home and grouse and com-
plain about the way things were run and the prizes 
given out. Some of you will want to take home left-
overs form the feed and others will want to know 
why they did not get a nugget. My answer to them 
is, did you offer to help out in any way at all? 
Past and present Board members have done their 
share in keeping the club running so you can enjoy 
our claims and the club function. It is time You 
considered doing your part and helping out. Step 
up and be counted. It will not hurt and will give 
you some satisfaction as well as insight on how 
your club is run.  We all have a lot at stake and 
have paid our dues to keep the club running. Do 
you want to loose all that? I sure hope not.  If you 
even bothered to read this far into my editorial it 
shows you have some interest in the club and how 
it is run. Come forward, step up and sign up, you 
will be joining a small circle of those dedicated to 
continuing The Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club for 
years to come. 
                                              Editor, Bill Nickel    
 
 NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
There was no meeting held in October, with the 
next meeting being November 22nd at 7:00 at the 
club office. Those members attending, please bring 
your Map Packets.  
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Claim Status--Read the Newsletter 
 
 In the past months, we have had several examples 
of members not knowing the status of some of our 
claims because they don't read the newsletter.  
Some examples have been; going to claims that 
have been dropped, going to claims that have been 
closed and placed off limits by the Forest Service 
because the Plan of Operations has expired and not 
yet approved for renewal, going to a claim which 
has had an access change because of fire service 
restrictions, etc., etc.  With almost 200 claims in 3 
different National forests and under the control of 3 
different BLM offices, the status of these claims 
can change frequently.  All claim status changes 
are always noted in the newsletter.  The newsletter 
is the only cost-effective method we have to notify 
all of the membership of items that affect all of our 
prospecting.   
  
If you are not reading it, then you are not aware of 
what's going on with the club and our claims.  If, 
however, you want to visit a claim and are unsure 
or can't remember if it is closed or access is 
changed, then call the Claims Operations Chair-
man, Jack Engbrecht at (480) 460-2222 and he will 
advise you of the status.  Of course, if you don't 
read the newsletter, then you haven't read this.  
 
Pinto Creek Plan of Operation Update  
  
A new plan of operation has been approved by the 
Tonto National Forest for the claims on Map 16, 
Pinto Creek. There are several pages to the plan so 
the plan is being mailed to you separately from this 
newsletter. Both are being sent to the printer and 
the post office at the same time, however with bulk 
mail, you may not receive both on the same day. In 
addition to the plan, a new map is being sent, as the 
old one incorrectly locates the entrance road to the 
Bedrock #2 claim. The correct location is in fact 
several hundred feet north from that shown on the 
old map. 
Please note two things about the plan and the ap-
proval letter; one is that nowhere does it say that 
you must carry this plan with you when you are 
operating on these claims. We strongly advise that 
you do have it with you when operating on these 
claims, as we believe that this was an oversight on 
the Governments part .Why should this plan be any 

different than any other plan in the other forests?  
Second, this plan says a gate is required. Currently 
no gate exists but we are working with the forest 
service toward that end, although realistically 
speaking, it could be months or even a year before 
a locked gate is constructed. When one is put in 
place, you will be advised by the newsletter. Our 
standard combination will apply to the lock that 
will be put in place. It pays to read your newsletter 
completely.     
 
Prospecting Tips 
 
 Prospectors who use metal detectors have known for 
years that applying a super magnet to their pick helps 
sort out Ferris metals like steel from the dirt when dig-
ging up a target that the detector alerted to. A good 
magnet will adhere to a pick with out danger of loos-
ing it while digging in the ground for a target.  A side 
result from using the magnet on a pick is the black 
sand that is retained by the magnet. Quite often if you 
are getting a lot of black sand on the magnet this is a 
good place to set up your dry-washer or other concen-
trating device to look for gold.  As gold is heavy and 
the mineralized sands are also heavy they often are 
associated with and concentrated with each other. This 
occurs both in dry washes, high banks or bench and 
mountain sides. 
I have a magnet attached to my metal detecting dig-
ging tool as well as the Hoe Pick I use for digging dur-
ing a dry-washing outing. I always check the magnet 
to see if I am in the layer of dirt that is heavy with 
black sand. Usually that indicates I am following the 
pay streak containing gold. Although this is a helpful 
tool it is not fool proof as gold is not always in the 
same area the black sand is. But, 9 times out of 10, 
black sand is concentrated where you are finding gold. 
If you purchase a magnet make sure it is a good one 
found usually in Prospecting or Mining equipment 
stores. A good Lode or super magnet will not cost a lot 
of money and will save you from digging trash as will 
as guide you to the concentrated black mineralized 
sands.                                    - Bill Nickel     
 
For those members  who are more successful with 
finding gold, it would be appreciated if you would 
share a few of your secrets with other members. 
Please submit information to    
 bill@roadrunnergold.com. 
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Scheduled Speakers 
 
 Our speaker for November is Leland Hanchett, 
author of (Catch the Stage to Phoenix) I read his 
book and though it would be of interest to the 
treasure hunters in the club. January will be Ron 
Feldman and will talk about his findings in the 
Superstition Mountains. February will be James 
Gifford from Tesoro to speak on metal detectors. 
March will be Bob Schrum a treasure hunter and 
prospector who has worked the Superstitions and 
the Bradshaw Mountains exclusively. 
We all thank Irma and Larry Van Way for 
furnishing refreshments at the October meeting. 
                                               - Reeve 
Update on JDR Access 
 
The following is a reprint of an article that 
appeared in the June, 2004 (page 4) newsletter with 
an update. 
  
Change of Access to JDR Claims (Map #4) 
We have been advised by Prescott National Forest 
officials that, once again (for the 3rd time), our gate 
into these claims has been destroyed by persons 
unknown.  Because of the now unlimited access 
and the severe fire danger, the Forest Service has 
advised us that they are pushing boulders over the 
entrance, thereby limiting access to these claims to 
quad or foot only.  We are working to get a new, 
stronger gate design which will then have to be 
approved by them (Forest Service) before it is 
constructed.  Hopefully, we can get this process 
approved by early fall (after the fire season) to 
again make these claims accessible to all. 
  
UPDATE: The boulder is still blocking any entrance 
except by foot or quad.  We will get a bullet-proof 
gate design approved by the Forest Service and 
constructed, but realistically this process will take 
several more months. 
 
From the Treasurer  
 
 Our 2005 annual badges will be generated on or 
about the 15th of December for those annual 
accounts that are current.  As a courtesy I am 
preparing a statement only for those who are not 
current as of 10/31/04 as a reminder.  If you do not 
receive one of these statements, you will receive a 

December 1st statement along with your 2005 
badges. 
 
 Just a reminder that we need your “Zip+4” zip 
codes.  When you send in a change of address, 
please try to have the complete zip code.  For each 
address that does not have the complete zip code, I 
spend an additional 10 minutes looking up that 
information to try to keep our database as accurate 
as possible so our members will receive their 
monthly newsletters.  Since our newsletters are 
now being sent out Bulk Rate mail, they are not 
returned to us so we have no way of knowing if we 
have an incorrect address and if it does not have the 
last 4 numbers on the zip code it may not be 
delivered.   Thank you in advance for any help you 
can provide to save time.  
  
Lynne A. Cobianco 

Treasurer 
 
New Member Award Program 
 
 For the benefit of all our new members – here is an 
explanation of our “New Members Award 
Program”.  If you are responsible for a new annual 
member joining our club, we will always make 
them welcome and we reward you with a small 
nugget for bringing in that new member. There are 
no limits to the number of nuggets any member can 
receive – if you bring in 10 new members you will 
receive 10 small nuggets. 
 
 There are two lines at the top of Our New Member 
Application form for the name and membership 
number of the current member responsible for the 
new member joining our club – make sure your 
name and number are there and you will be 
rewarded. 
 
 The following members will receive NEW 
MEMBER AWARDS nuggets at the 
NOVEMBER  GENERAL MEETING: 
Member #5081, Roland Chooljian for bringing in 
David & Melanie Todd. 
Member #4927, Greg Bowen for bringing in David 
& Joann Ayres. 
Member #4623, Gene Glover for bringing in Mike 
& Pam Hann. 
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Welcome New Members 
 
Since our last newsletter was published we 
welcomed new members: 
 

• Robby Lucas of LaPuenta, CA 
• Robert & Kiki Ashby of Glendale, AZ 
• David & Melanie Todd of Phoenix AZ 
• David & Joann Ayres of Phoenix, AZ 
• Matthew & Alicia Brandt of Farmington, 

NM 
• Mike & Pam Hann of Morristown, AZ 
• Jim & Shannon Griffin of Scottsdale, AZ 
• Martin & Irene Smatko of Phoenix, AZ 

 
************************* 

 
This is an article that was written last year but 
is worth repeating – 
 
WHAT EVERY MEMBER SHOULD KNOW 

 
 We had a incident on the Red Basin claims about a 
year ago that makes me believe that it’s time to 
remind all our members to get out their Rules and 
Regulations and read them again. 
 
 A member was digging some rather deep holes, 
putting the dirt in large containers in the back of his 
pick-up and taking it home.  From the size of the 
holes, it was evident that he had been doing this for 
some time.  When he was asked when he planned 
on bringing the dirt back to fill his holes, his reply 
was “I don’t – after I run it through my dry washer 
I just dump it behind my house.”  He was reminded 
that our club rules state that we are each 
responsible for filling our holes and making the 
area look as undisturbed as possible before we 
leave the area.  His reply was that he had only been 
a member for a year, had not bothered to read all 
the “stuff” we had sent him, but if that was the type 
of club we were, he didn’t want to belong and 
would not renew his membership.  Needless to say 
he was unhappy to be told he would have to dump 
all the dirt he had already in the truck back into the 
holes and make the area look as close to ‘natural’ 
as he could, but he did comply. 
 
 This brought to mind the fact that maybe YOU, the 
members of RRPC, may not be aware of the fact 

that we now have almost $65,000 of the clubs 
funds deposited in CD’s as reclamation bonds in 
the names of the Bureau of Land Management and 
the various Forest services.  These bonds are 
required by the various government agencies and 
CAN BE CLAIMED BY THOSE AGENCIES if 
they should happen to visit a claim and find the 
kind of holes and damage that this member had 
left.  And we could also lose our use of that claim. 
 
 If you should happen to see someone or know of 
someone who is doing damage to one of our 
claims, if they are a member, all we need is their 
member number, if they are NOT a member, invite 
then to become a member and learn our rules and 
regulations.  If they are not interested in becoming 
a member, get a name if you can or just a vehicle 
license plate number.  Then please let one of the 
board members know, so we can deal with the 
problem.   
 
 The governmental agencies are looking for any 
excuse they can to restrict the use of our claims – 
so let’s not give them anything to complain about!  
THE FUTURE OF THE RRPC DEPENDS ON 
EACH MEMBER LOOKING OUT FOR THE 
BEST INTEREST OF THE CLUB. So please help 
protect the environment and Club’s funds and be 
sure that we fill our holes, and abide by our own 
rules.   
 
A & B PROSPECTING SUPPLIES 
 
We have been advised by A&B, that they have 
commenced their winter operating hours effective 
November 1st; being Monday - Saturday 9:00-5:00 
and closed on Sunday. 
 
DRY WASHERS BY DESERT GOLD 
 
One of our own Board Members Bret Chilcott has 
started making a line of dry-washers.  See his 
business card in the newsletter.  



November  2004, Page 7 

OCT.  GENERAL MEETING 
For the second month in a row, we had 92 members 
and guests in attendance. Our speaker was our own 
Chairman of the Board, Bill Nickel, who talked 
about his experience in finding nuggets where 
others do not look.  
 
NAME BADGE DRAWING WINNERS 
#5081 Roland Chooljian, #5128 Melody Tallis, 
#1124 Rand Antokal, #4291 Bill Nickel, #4573 
Dave Prosser, #4927 Gywn Bowen, #5234 Rick 
Sutter, #4278 Denny Bockelman, #4975 Jack 
Engbrecht and #4567 Lynne Cobianco.  
Thanks to Jack Hinton for his donation of various 
items for the drawing and to Randy Baker for his 
donation of the nugget display box.                                                              
 
VIP MONTHLY DRAWING WINNERS 
# Don Duesenberg for equipment operating at the 
January outing, #4623 Erika Glover for Office 
volunteering and #4761 Bill Coffey for May 
Claims test. 
 
QUARTERLY ½ OZ. NUGGET DRAWING 
The lucky winner was member # 3527 Ray Wright.  
 
ADOPT-A-CLAIM Quarterly drawing will be 
at December at the Steak Fry.   
 
LOWER INCOME CHILDREN AND  
LOMA LINDA ELEM. SCHOOL   
      Support-a-Kid to play ball. 

  ( See article in June Newsletter) 
At the October General Meeting $19.00 was 
donated toward this program.    
For those who are unable to make meetings and 
want to contribute, please mail donations to our 
RRPC Post Office Box address, noting that the 
donation is for the Support-a-Kid program. 
 
Susan Lugo, the  school Principal has informed us 
that per Camelback Recreation District, there will 
be no fall Little League season. The Recreation 
District will be on-site in January at Loma Linda 
Elementary School taking registration for those 
children interested in playing ball. We will plan on 
being there at the time of registration to cover 
registration for those children who would like to 
play, but do not have the funds. 

.  
 As of the October Board Meeting, there is now a 
total of $892.98 in this fund, including the club 
matching funds.   Updates on amounts collected 
and matched, will be in each months newsletter. 
  
Below is letter of appreciation from the Loma 
Linda School principal. 

Little League At Loma Linda 
Once again Camelback Little League will be on the 
Loma Linda fields. The Roadrunners Prospectors 
Club has “stepped up to the plate” by offering to 
help any child wanting to play but not able to 
afford it. We are very excited to know that every 
boy and girl will have the opportunity to 
participate. Registration will begin at our “Winter-
Fest” on Tuesday, December 14th. The students 
and staff at Loma Linda are looking forward to 
working with the partnership we have formed with 
the club.      - Kathe Welch 

Educational Secretary 



November  2004, Page 8 

Election  2004 
 
By receipt of this newsletter, you should of 
received your 2004 Election Ballot in the mail. If 
you have not received yours, please call the RRPC 
Office and leave a message. 
 
Regretfully Sandy Chilicott who is presently filling 
the position of Secretary and was nominated for 
this position for our elections, has now had to 
decline the nomination, due to position 
advancement at her place of employment. We will 
miss Sandy and greatly appreciate her coming 
forward and filling the position when Terry Keliher 
had to step down.  
 
Please read the proposed changes to our By-
laws, as they affect the future operation of our 
club.   
 
 October Outing 
 
With the rains we had come in on Thursday, the 
day of our General Meeting, we were unsure as to 
going forward with the plans of having a backhoe 
on site to dig holes for members. The decision was 
made at the meeting to proceed. 
 
Holes were dug by Don Dusenberg in the main 
wash on Carrie #2, with the material being too 
moist to dry-wash. But, the holes that were dug on 
the bank out of the wash proved to be quite dry.  
 
The turnout was more than we expected due to the 
turn of weather, with everyone finding gold to 
some extent. One of our most senior active 
members #1757 Marvin Peterson (91), took 
advantage of the donated concentrates from 
members and he did manage to find some nice 
pickers, plus fine gold.  Another older member, 
#4154 Ludwig Keaton, worked in a hole that was 
dug and found two small, but nice nuggets, plus a 
good quantity of smaller gold. 
 
We want to thank our camp-fire host Dale Forrey 
for minding and providing the fires on Friday and 
Saturday nights.  In addition, a special thanks to 
our camp host Randy Baker for the quiz on both 
nights. The Friday night quiz was naming Candy 

Bars, with clues such as “famous ball player,” Babe 
Ruth candy bar. Friday night winner was Art Tallis 
who was presented with a patriotic colored hat that 
resembled the hat worn in the children’s book, Cat-
in-the-Hat. The Saturday night quiz was naming 
State Capitols, with Jeff and Lisa Snyder putting 
most of us to shame. They were presented with a 
Randy Baker special made large nugget display 
box.  Congratulations to our winners and thanks to 
Dale and Randy. 
 
November Outing/Coin Hunt 
 
The schedule for the day is listed below: 
 
8:00  - 3:00 Sign-in for all attending 
8:00 -  8:45 Sign-in for GPS Geo Hunt 
                    (Hunt is from 9:00 - 2:45) 
8:00  - 1:45 Sign-in for Annual Coin Hunt (2:00) 
    One detector pre membership.                                  
    Headphones required. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
9:00  - 9:45  Open coin hunt, 1st Heat. 
10:00 -10:45 Women’s Hunt - 16 years upward 
11:00 -11:45 Kid’s Hunt - 15 years and below,                             
    (Adult can assist). 
12:00 -12:45 Lunch  
1:00   -1:45   Open coin hunt, 2nd Heat 
2:00   - 2:45  Annual Coin Hunt for marked                                   
 pennies- turned in for Silver Rounds  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
3:00  - GPS Geo Hunt Awards 
3:10  - Open Raffle for Metal Detector and other                 
items. Must of signed in and be present to win.  
3:20  - 3 for 1 raffle.  
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving. 
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Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club 
P.O. Box 56804 
Phoenix, AZ  85079-6804 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November Events December Events 
General Meeting — Nov 18 General Meeting — none  

(Steak Fry—12/11) 

Outing —  Nov 20 
(Annual Coin Shoot, Leave No Holes—
Map 21. 

Outing —  none  
(Steak Fry—12/11) 

New Member Orientation — Nov 22 
 

New Member Orientation — none 
 

Board Meeting — Nov 23 Board Meeting — Dec 14 

  

  

$5.00 Annual badge Replacement Fee 
$10.00 Life badge Replacement Fee 

$20.00 Map Packet Replacement Fee 

Planning to move?  Let us know ... 
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