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Dedicated prospectors 
braving the heat to attend 
the March Outing at the 
Morristown claims. 
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MARCH GENERAL MEETING   
For the March General Meeting, there were 119 
members and guests attending. 
 
VIP Monthly Drawing:  
The March Volunteer Incentive Program (VIP) 
Drawing winners were: #5316 Suzie Welch for 
Dec. Steak Fry, # 1105 Suzanne Mervine for Dec. 
Steak Fry & #1200 George Weeks for Claims Op-
erations. 
 
NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION  
There 6 members who attended the New Member 
Orientation on March 19th.  The next meeting will 
be April 23rd.  
 
PROSPECTING BUDDIES   
If you are looking for someone to prospect with, 
get your name on this list. If you would like your 
name added to this list, sign up at the General 
Meetings or call Rex Drake (phone number on 
page 2), or send email to 
rex@roadrunnergold.com..   
*   #1619  Ed Sammons   xxx-xxx-xxxx  
*   #5684  Darryl Burnett   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5498  Gary Strauch   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5528  Victor Krstec   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #3012  E. Mark Murphy  xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5739  Garrett Torrey   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5743  Bill Dyer     xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5559  Steve Hanson   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5651  Ray Ouellette   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5712  Jerry Perrier   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5705 Terry Singleterry (Cottonwood)  
         xxx-xxx-xxxx 
*   #5567 Richard Meisel   xxx-xxx-xxxx 
 
RRPC RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Within this news letter is an updated copy of  
Roadrunner Prospector’s Club, Inc., Rules and 
Regulations.  It was recently realized that under 
DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS, the reference 
to the By-laws was incorrect.  The correct refer-
ence is: ARTICLE I, SECTION 4 B.    
 
CLAIMS PROBLEMS  
It appears that each month we are faced with con-
tinued misuse of our claims. This is not only by 
nonmembers, but also members who allow guests 

to use our claims for more than three (3) times, 
plus not back filling prospecting holes.  
As a member, you have paid your dues to become a 
Life Member, or are still paying as an Annual 
Member. As such, the gold that is to be found on 
RRPC claims, belongs to you as members.  Each 
year we are paying $25,000 (+) of your money to 
Bureau of Land Management in leasing the Min-
eral Rights on our claims, plus various Perform-
ance Bonds that are required. When nonmembers 
or extended guest are using our claims, they are 
basically taking your gold. 
 
We have said this numerous times in the past, but 
still need to emphasize the importance of you as 
members, being the “eyes” of the Board, while out 
prospecting.  
 
If you come upon someone on the claims, who 
does not appear to be a member, or does not dis-
play a membership badge, take the time to talk with 
them.  If they are a member, they should have no 
problem in you asking them to see their badge. If 
they are a nonmember, ask for their name and ex-
plain to them that they are on a Federal Mining 
Claim, belonging to Roadrunner Prospector’s Club. 
Tell them to go ahead and enjoy the area for the 
day, but remind them, that if they want to return, 
they need to join our club.  
 
Do not become argumentative, but if you feel that 
you are being threatened, please contact a Board 
Member as soon as possible.         
Remember these are your claims and the gold 
belongs to RRPC members. 
 
SPRING PICNIC 
Events at the Spring Picnic, will be panning con-
tests in the following categories: Men, Women and 
Kids under 16, plus a Pan-off.   
In addition there will be Skillet Tossing for 
women, young and older, in the following catego-
ries: 20 years and below, 21 - 40, 41 - 60 and 61 +. 
  
Events will start at 10:00am, and nuggets will be 
awarded for event winners.   
 
There will be 50 NICE nuggets raffled off at the 
picnic, thus not everyone can expect to go home 
with a nugget; it will be the luck of the draw. 
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 NEW  MEMBER  AWARDS 
 

•  The following members will receive a nug-
get for bringing in new members: 

• A nugget to #5261 Gerry Davis for bringing 
in Calvin Bunker & Teri Newkirk 

• A nugget to #4731 Jerry Evans for bringing 
in Olav & Gail Svee 

• A nugget to #5390 Chet Sagaser for bring-
ing in Michael & Sandra Fox 

• A nugget to #2647 Lauren Carter for bring-
ing in Mary Lynn Mason 

• Last, but not least, sorry we overlooked in 
January, 2006 a nugget to  #5390 Chet Sa-
gaser for bringing in Mike Gransberry 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS   
                                                               
• Avery & Susan Molinsky of Phoenix, AZ 
• John & Margarita Cappell of McLean, VA 
• Calvin Bunker & Terri Newkirk of Chino Val-

ley, CA 
• Victor Maestas of Phoenix, AZ 
• Eric & Linda Jenison of Dearfield Beach, FL 
• Gale Hopkins of Ashuelot, NH 
• Harold & Marie Fish of Queen Creek, AZ 
• Davia Martin of Chandler, AZ 
• Olav & Gail Svee of Peoria, AZ                               
• Mike Parvin & Dawn Haines of Flagstaff, AZ 
• Walter Klaus of Surprise, AZ 
• Michael & Sandra Fox of Froid, MT 
• Johnny Macek of Dewey, AZ                         
• Corey & Keshla Macek of Dewey, AZ 
• Garry Vincent of Flagstaff, AZ 
• David & Mary Anne York of Chino Valley, AZ 
• William & Lyn Gollihar of San Antonio, TX 
• JR Flores of San Antonio, TX 
• Mary Lynn Mason of Phoenix, AZ 
• Jason Cave & Hillary Watt of Phoenix, AZ 
 
DREDGING REMINDER 
 
 When dredging on our claims, 
there must be running water.—no 
dredging when the only water 
available is in pools.  
 
 

A MATTER OF DOLLARS AND 
SENSE. 
 
  This is another reminder of the need to fill holes 
when finished with your mining.  Recently several 
LARGE holes were discovered on one of our 
claims.  These holes were more problematic in that 
the material removed from the holes was nowhere 
to be found, which will make it difficult to refill 
them to acceptable standards.  The club is responsi-
ble for these holes regardless of they were made by 
members or not.  To give you an idea of the poten-
tial impact to the club in terms of dollars, the 
BLM’s reclamation program was used to calculate 
the cost the club would be charged if the BLM has 
to fill these holes.  It is a complex calculation in-
volving manpower, equipment rental, distance and 
size of holes. The end result was a charge of over 
$2400.00 dollars!  This is money that could other-
wise be spent for acquiring more claims. Please be 
sure to fill all of you holes.  If you see people who 
are not following the rules - report it to your board. 
 
THE LITERATURE CORNER 

- Ray Wright    
There was a prospector Tut  
Ran around the desert like a nut  
He was so bold 
When looking for gold 
That he fell into a rut 
 
Inside the rut was a snake 
A heck of a scream he did make  
He jumped real high 
Into the sky 
But by then it was too late 
 
The snake had taken a bite  
His heart was feeling real tight  
He laid down and said 
Wish I'd stayed home in bed  
The end of his life was in sight 
 
When it was all said and done  
Thinking the snake had won  
He opened his eyes 
And finally got wise 
That his snake was a fake. 
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HOW TO IDENTIFY GOLD 
 
The old prospectors’ adage “If you wonder if it’s 
gold or not - it’s not,” is a surprisingly accurate 
way to identify gold. Gold often has a distinctive, 
unmistakable look. The best way to get an ‘eye’ for 
gold is by actually looking at placer gold. The col-
lection of Arizona placer gold on display at the De-
partment of Mines and Mineral Resources’ Arizona 
Mineral Museum will assist you in acquiring iden-
tification skills.  
The Department’s staff will be happy to identify 
your find if you are in doubt. Placer gold can also 
be found on display at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson, the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum in 
Tucson, and various mineral and mining equipment 
shops. 
 
Here are some clues that may help spot gold 
amongst its common look-a-likes: pyrite and mica. 
 
* Pyrite brakes apart when struck, gold flattens. 
* Mica flakes are crushed easily with a fingernail. 
* A cubic shape is a good indication of pyrite. 
*Gold is golden in color, not brassy. 
*Pyrite glitters in the sun, gold does not. 
*Gold moves reluctantly in the pan.  
Taken from Dept. Of Mines and Mineral Re-
sources,  

Mineral Report No. 7.   
 

 
PROSPECTING TIPS 
 
The following suggestions for finding gold are a 
combination of science and folk wisdom. Find 
what works best for you by trial and error. 
 
Because of gold’s great density, it seeks a down-
ward course. Just as it works its way down in a 
gold pan, gold settles downward in sand and gravel 
to bedrock, down into cracks, downhill, down-
stream. Eventually it goes out to the sea. Keeping 
this in mind will help you find favorable places for 
gold to accumulate. These accumulations of placer 
gold are called “pay streaks.” The richest portion of 
a placer usually rests on or near bedrock if the gold 
grains have had time to be sorted by nature. 
 

 In stream deposits, look for areas where the stream  
velocity decreases. The carrying ability of water is 
diminished when it is slowed, forcing the stream to 
release its load of sediments. Sand bars, deposited 
on the inside of bends in stream beds, are likely 
spots. As streams meander the sand bars move lat-
erally, so older deposits may be covered, waiting 
for the wily gold panner. 
 
Broadening of a stream will also slow the flow of 
water and force deposition. The confluence of two 
streams, where the currents meet are worth investi-
gation. 
 
Gold accumulates in crevices, cavities, and pot-
holes. Any natural pocket, such as those formed by 
ridges and depressions in the stream bed, act in the 
same manner as a gold pan in concentrating the 
grains of gold.     
 
Drain pipes and culverts under roadways may trap 
gold in them due to restriction of flow. They are 
also hiding places for snakes. Obstacles such as 
boulders and tree roots receive deposits on the 
downstream side. 
 
Black sand (usually magnetite), because of its high 
specific gravity, behaves very much like gold. Ari-
zona prospectors often say, “No black sand - no 
gold.”  Not all black sand contains gold, but is of-
ten a companion to gold, so that any areas where 
black sand  is concentrated should be panned.  
 
Stream transport tends to round large nuggets and 
flatten smaller ones. Therefore, sharp, angular nug-
gets indicate the lode source was nearby. Trying to 
trace a placer back to  its lode is not often reward-
ing.  
 
PARTNERS 
 
Two indecisive miners were arguing over who 
should get what part of their latest claim. 
“Do you want the gold or the silver?” the first 
miner finally asked.  Shrugging 
his shoulders, his partner replied, 
“Either ore”. 
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MARCH OUTING 
 
HOT, HOT, HOT! This is the only 
way to describe the March outing at 
the Randy B. 
 
 In spite of the high temperatures, there was quite a 
turn out. There were either a lot of die hard pros-
pectors, a lot of people with out a lick of sense, or 
both. The few diehards that did prospect, would 
have prospected had a volcano been spewing hot 
ash all over them (her).  
 
 I, for one, did not do much during the hot daytime. 
I know that Dale and Jan prospected after the sun 
went down... sometimes until midnight. Ray and 
Millie went into Wickenburg to hit the garage sales 
and flea markets which were abundant that week-
end. A few others did a little here and their. 
 
 We had a great potluck Saturday late afternoon. A 
lot of great food. Russ served elk burgers which 
were a big hit. Very yummy! Millie made a great 
macaroni salad while Art served a large pot of 
baked beans and wieners. I cooked up a pot of corn 
on the cob and some lasagna. Suzy made a large 
pot of sloppy joes...also a big hit. There was 
sooooo much food it was impossible to remember 
all that we had. I don’t think we have ever had a 
bad potluck It seems that whenever I go to the out-
ings, I always bring a pound or more back home 
and I don’t mean gold. 
 
 Later in the evening, we all sat by the camp fire 
and played quizzes that Melody brought along. The 
quizzes are always a lot of fun and Melody always 
goes out of he way to make excellent prizes for the 
winner of the quiz(s).  
 
 It was brought up at the last general meeting. Are 
we a club of prospectors or a club of campers? 
 
 Well...I think we are both! On the outings there are 
so many things to do if one is not up to digging all 
day...every day. Taking long quad excursions, 
looking to find the that which has been hidden for 
countless years; Metal detecting for gold, coins, 
and meteor fragments or just kicking back and en-
joying the weather and a cold beer. 
 

 
 It’s all about doing the things you enjoy. Being 
with old friends, meeting new friends and having a 
great time. 

 Just my opinion. 
- Jim DiMaria 

 
ARIZONA GOLD HISTORY. 
 

 The myth of fabulous treasures of gold in Arizona 
is nearly five hundred years old. The tremendous 
success at pillaging native peoples' treasures by the 
conquistadors of the Cortez and Pizzaro expedi-
tions created a keen appreciation for the fables of 
gold and silver by the Spanish in the sixteenth cen-
tury. In 1528 a Spanish exploration party leaving 
from Mexico became shipwrecked off the coast of 
Florida. For the next eight years the five survivors 
of the ill-fated expedition made their way back to 
Mexico. Along the way, they crossed Texas and 
traveled near the present-day Arizona-Mexico bor-
der. The Spaniards heard stories of seven cities of 
gold to the north, which became known as the 
"Seven Cities of Cibola." Reports of Cibola re-
sulted in the Coronado expedition. In 1540 Fran-
cisco Vasquez de Coronado crossed into Arizona 
along the San Pedro River. Although Coronado 
spent two years looking, he never found cities of 
gold, or even a trace of rich mines; nevertheless, 
the legend of gold treasures in Arizona was firmly 
planted. 

 (To be continued next month). 
 
 

 
SILVER ROUNDS STILL 
AVAILABLE 
 
This beautiful 1oz. solid silver round 
has been struck to commemorate the 
Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club’s 25th 
Anniversary.  Don’t miss a chance to 
add this round to your collection or use it as a won-
derful gift idea.  On sale now at the monthly meet-
ing, select outings or the club office for only $20 
(if ordering by mail include $5 for shipping). Sup-
plies are limited. 
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Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club 
P.O. Box 56804 
Phoenix, AZ  85079-6804 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April Events May Events 
General Meeting — April 19 General Meeting — May 17 

Outing —  April 21 
(Spring Picnic @ Wolf Creek) 

Outing —  May 19 

New Member Orientation — none 
 

New Member Orientation — May 21 
 

Board Meeting — April 24 Board Meeting — May 22 

  

  

$5.00 Annual badge Replacement Fee 
$10.00 Life badge Replacement Fee 

$20.00 Map Packet Replacement Fee 

Support the 1872 Mining Law 

PRESORTED 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL 
US POSTAGE PAID 

PHOENIX, AZ 
PERMIT NO. 2326 


