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Our annual Spring Picnic

held in Prescott National
Forest.

Waiting for the ‘feed’

Alan Bockelman—uwinner of the kids panning contest.

It was just a bit cold this year!

Working hard at the panning contest



APRIL GENERAL MEETING
For the April General Meeting, there were 101
members and guests attending.

VIP Monthly Drawing:

The April Volunteer Incentive Program (VIP)
Drawing winners were: #5556 Larry Van Wey for
December Steak Fry, #4975 Mary Engbrecht for
December Steak Fry and #4975 Mary Engbrecht
for Membership work in January for Membership
Badges.

Y% Oz. Nugget Drawing

The winner of this Quarter %2 0z nugget drawing
was member #5453 Joan Swallow. Just a reminder
that this drawing is for members only.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
The next meeting will be May 21st..

PROSPECTING BUDDIES

If you are looking for someone to prospect with,
get your name on this list. If you would like your
name added to this list, sign up at the General
Meetings or call Rex Drake (phone number on
page 2), or send email to
rex@roadrunnergold.com..
* #1619 Ed Sammons
#5684 Darryl Burnett
#5498 Gary Strauch
#5528 Victor Krstec
#3012 E. Mark Murphy
#5739 Garrett Torrey
#5743 Bill Dyer

#5559 Steve Hanson
#5651 Ray Ouellette XXX-XXX-XXXX
#5712 Jerry Perrier XXX=XXX-XXXX
#5705 Terry Singleterry (Cottonwood)
XXX-XXX-XXXX
XXX-XXX-XXXX

XXX=XXX=-XXXX
XXX =XXX=-XXXX
XXX=-XXX-XXXX
XXX=XXX=-XXXX
XXX=XXX=-XXXX
XXX=XXX=-XXXX
XXX=-XXX=-XXXX
XXX=-XXX-XXXX

% % X ok % X ok X X

*

#5567 Richard Meisel

CLAIMS PROBLEMS

Regarding the problem of the large holes on Merciful
Heavens #2 claim on Turkey Creek, Map #8; one of
our Claim Patrol Members, Robert Sullivan of
Mayer, with the assistance of others, has attempted to
fill the largest hole. The problem is that all material
from these holes was removed from the area and as
such rocks were used, from other close by areas.

We want to thank Robert for his efforts and recog-
nize those others who helped him; his son Danny
Sullivan, member #5724 John Norton and his chil-
dren Wyatt, Hunter, Bryson and Lunden.

If anyone has any knowledge about who is respon-
sible for digging these large holes and removal of
a massive amount of material from the area, please
notify any Board Member. We have been given
information of a resident of the Mayer area
(nonmember) who could be responsible. We need
specific information.

SPRING PICNIC

The Spring Picnic, was another success, from the
comments that the Board received both at the pic-
nic and since.

The weather was a little different from past years,
where it has been hot. It was cool, but not cold;
with a few sprinkles, while waiting for the meal.
There was a light wind from time to time, but noth-
ing uncomfortable.

The food was from a new caterer this year, with a
good meal served. We need to extend a big thanks
to Newell Swartz for organizing the meal and Bill
Colebeck for taking care of the ticket sales and not
least Ray Wright for his work with the nugget
drawing.

The Panning Contests were run by Jack Eng-
brecht and the Women’s Skillet Toss by Jim
DiMaria. The winners of the events were
awarded nuggets by Jack and Jim and they
were:

Panning Contest

Kids Panning - Alan Bockelman

Women’s Panning - Sandy Chilcott

Mens Panning - Bret Chilcott

Years Panning Champion - Bret Chilcott

Skillet Toss -Women

20 and below: Jamie Cruz
21-40: Maria Swartz
41-60: Roslyn Drake

61 and up: Mary Ann Wolf

Congratulations to all our winners. Looking for-
ward to expanding on events for 2008.
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CLAIMS OPERATIONS

Once again we are sending a new Map #5 to mem-
bers. Unfortunately, Claim ‘O’ - Mandala #1 is
partially over private property (which includes the
creek bed) so this claim is being removed from
your map and has been dropped. Do not prospect
on Black Canyon in this location.

Also mailed with this newsletter is Map #28, a new
claim named Mary Frances in the area of Hum-
boldt/Poland Junction, Arizona on Galena Gulch.
This creek has water in it most of the year and is
not in the Prescott National Forest so you do not
need to have a Plan of Operation with you. This
claim has an awkward shape as there is private land
all around it, so do not prospect outside the
boundaries.

We are negotiating with the owners for some new

claims as well as expediting Prescott National For-
est for the claims they are reviewing, so we hope to
be releasing some more new claims shortly.

NEW MEMBER AWARDS
The following members will receive a nugget(s)

for bringing in new members:

o #5770 Don Rohla for bringing in Jack & Lisa Hein

o #4573 Dave Prosser for bringing in David & Dorothey
Anderson

o #4495 Chet Beardslee for bringing in Jason Pena &
Heather McGee

o #4278 Denny Bockelman for bringing in Glen & Chris
Leon

o #5778 John Buker for bringing in Albert Childress &
Shirley Powell

o #5261 Gerry Davis for bringing in Larry & Elaine Holi-
naty and Rob & Joan Holinaty

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Don & Joan Rohla of Chino Valley, AZ
Ron & Sharon Hodge of Goodyear, AZ
Jack & Lisa Hein of Goodyear, AZ
David & Dorothey Anderson of Las Vegas, NV
Jason Pena & Heather McGee of Phoenix, AZ
Jody Balkema & Jodi Ziola of Buckeye, AZ
James Balkema of Casa Grande, AZ
Joe & Sheri Peterson of Phoenix, AZ [
John & Linda Buker of Litchfield, AZ
Larry & Elaine Holinaty of Mesa, AZ
Drake & Wanda Quesenberry of Wil-
mington, DE
Frank & Debbie Navecky of Wil-
mington, DE
Rob & Joan Holinaty of Mesa, AZ

Bruce Wood of Peoria, AZ

Max & Polly Borden of Yuma, AZ

C. H. Simpson of Wickenburg, AZ

Timo & Inna Mansikka of Phoenix, AZ

Leslie & Sandra Anseth of Bismarck, ND

Glen & Chris Leon of Wittman, AZ

Albert Childress & Shirley Powell of Mesa, AZ
Carol & Joe Schick of Montoursville, PA

MEMBERS PASSING

On April 11", Nancy Coulter, wife of Jim Coulter
#4151, passed away after a battle with cancer. She
was laid to rest at Glendale Memorial Park on
April 19™. We will miss Jim and Nancy around our
outing camp fires. Jim is presently back in SC with
his brother and will be for a while, but we hope to
have him back with us soon.

On Thursday April 26™ at about 12:30am , Bob
Tuttle, #5535 husband of Ruth Tuttle passed away
after a massive heart attack. Ruth and Bob live in
Congress, but have a son who lives in Silva, NC
and Bob was flown back there for burial. We have
not had much time to get to know Bob, but he and
Ruth have been active on the claims and outings
since joining. Ruth has assured us that she will still
be active in the club and we look forward to her
return.

Final thought: Roslyn Drake had told Jim Coulter
that if she was to win a nugget at the Spring Picnic,
that it would be in the name of Nancy. Guess that is
why she was so accurate in the Skillet Toss at 7"
from the stake. The nugget that she won, was
mailed on Friday April 27" by our Officer Manager
Ray Wright, to Jim at his brothers home in SC..
Thanks Roslyn.

Correction from February’s newsletter -
John Lush has passed on - not Maryon .

GET WELL SOON

We wish a speed recovery to Alan Baer. His wife
Karen called and told us he was doing well after his
lung transplant. Our thoughts and hearts are with
you and hope you are soon able to get out and look
for gold!.

-Your Friends at RRPC

May 2007, Page 4



MEMBER BIOGRAPHY

As a new feature, biographies of
members will be featured each
month. This will give you an op-
portunity to learn more about the
people who make up our club. If
you would like to have your biography listed send
it to the clubhouse or email a copy to
RRPC@roadrunnergold.com.

Bill Nickel was born in Grand Rapids Michigan
and moved to Jackson MI. at the age of 9. While
attending High School he met his future wife
Carol. Upon Graduation from High School Bill
joined the US Aiir Force. After basic training he
married Carol and they lived in Colorado while sta-
tioned at Lowery AFB. From there it was on to
California and Travis AFB. In 1965 He was trans-
ferred to EImendorf AFB at Anchorage Alaska.
Taking his discharge from the Air Force in Alaska
Bill joined the Alaska State Troopers. He served in
several small duty posts and isolated areas on the
Yukon River and in Fairbanks. The last duty sta-
tion was in Kodiak Alaska as Post Commander.
While in Alaska Bill and Carol had one Son who
now is living with his wife and three daughters in
Oregon.

Upon retirement in 1987 The Nickels moved to
Glendale Arizona where they still reside.

Bill and Carol Joined the Roadrunners Prospector
Club in 1996 and are life members. Prospecting
became the passion for the Nickels and they have
spent a lot of time on the desert claims in The Mor-
ristown area. Bill has served on the Board of Direc-
tors RRPC as Chairman for three years and after a
short break came back as Secretary for one year.
Now preparing to retire again, they have purchased
a 36° Montana Fifth Wheel and a tow vehicle and
plan on becoming one of the clubs many snow
birds enjoying life on the road. They have many
fond memories of the club activities and the many
friends they have made while members of the
Roadrunners.

. to do with as the Board wanted.

RAFFLE TO BENEFIT LOMA LINDA

SCHOOL PTO
Our club had been given a gold “
necklace from Miners Keepers =

It was decided to hold a raffle

= with the proceeds going to the PTO at Loma Linda

School, where our monthly meetings are held. We
then decided to expand and solicit other donations.
There were raffle tickets sold at the April General
Meeting and at the Spring Picnic, with the raffle
held at the picnic.

The items donated and raffle winners were:

2 Orange Magnets (Wally DeShon formerly of
A&B Prospecting) - #5364 Ed Phipps and
#2469 Bob Edkstrom

Keene 1/4" Classifying Screen (Ryan DeShon
of A&B Prospecting - #4291 Carol Nickel

2 Classifying Systems (RRPC) - #5269 John
Koho and #5596 Ray Ose

Digital Scale (Ryan DeShon of A&B) - #5092
Bill Colebeck

Vile of Gold (49'er Prospecting Supplies Rob
Goreman of Calif.) - #5661 Don Ingalls

Gold Nugget (49'er Prosp.. Supplies) - #2767
Tom Egan

Super Sand Bag with gold (49'er Prosp. Sup-
plies) - #5651young Tatum Ouellette

Gold Necklace (Miners Keepers, Calif.) -
#5661 Don Ingalls

We greatly appreciate all members who bought raf-
fle tickets in support of Loma Linda School PTO.
The amount we took in was $824, with a check be-
ing delivered to the School Principal Dr. Susan
Lugo on April25th.

We know that if we would of had time to get infor-
mation out to the general membership, the amount
collected would of far surpassed this sum.
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ARIZONA MINING AND MINERAL
MUSEUM

The first of March, | received a call from Dr. Singh, the
Director of the Mining Museum, inviting me to a meet-
ing on March 31%. | did not know, until | got there, that
| was a scheduled speaker, but managed to get through
it. The meeting was actually the Annual Board of Gov-
ernors Conference.

There were representatives there from Az.. Prospectors
Assn. (they meet at the museum), Az. Mineral & Min-
ing Foundation, USGS, AZ Geological Survey, Friends
of The Mining Museum, Az. Rock Products Assn., plus
the governing Board of the Museum.

The Museum has taken a large budget reduction from
the State and gone from 7 full-time staff, down to 3. As
such the Museum is in dire need of volunteers (as | said
at the General Meeting “where have we heard that be-
fore”). | was asked if we could go out to our member-
ship and attempt to get volunteers to assist at the Mu-
seum. This would only entail a few hours now and then.
We already have a few members who volunteer and a
few more who have said they would.

If you have time to spare and would like to volunteer,
please call Liz Anderson or Nyal Niemuth at 602-225-
3791 ext. 10.

We are also looking for a few volunteers to serve on an
Advisory Council at the Museum representing RRPC.
This council meets once a quarter, with the next meet-
ing being in July. If you are interested, please call Rex
Drake (phone number in front of newsletter).

NAME BADGES ON CLAIMS

Below is an email that | sent the Board on April 6,
2007:

“I was on the Aquarius claims this morning for a while
before it got too hot. There was a gent who came up to
me with a metal detector. Since I had not seen any vehi-
cles, I asked him where his vehicle was. He said that his
Quad was parked a few washes to the East of where |
was.

Got to talking and since he was wearing a Roadrun-
ner Camo hat, asked him where his badge was. He said
that he was not a member, but was thinking of joining. |
asked him where he got the hat and he said that a mem-
ber gave it to him and told him to wear it on the claims
and no-one would bother him. I took time to explain
that this was not correct and the fact that the claims
were for members only. | asked him who gave him the
hat and he said that it was a man in New River, but

could not seem to remember the name of our member
When | asked him how many times he has been on the
claim, he finally said that this was his first time to this
one. | explained that if he wants to use our claims, that
he needs to join the club and that a hat does not make a
member.”.

As our past President Eddie Mills would say “People
we have a problem.” As is the April newsletter - These
are your claims, your gold and it is up to each of us to
protect the rights we have to prospect on the claims
which we lease mineral rights to.

-- Rex Drake, President RRPC

ARIZONA GOLD

(continued from last month)

Although the gold of Cibola never materialized, the
Spanish worked gold placers in Arizona in the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries. Colonial records men-
tion gold mining at Guevavi (located 15 miles north of
Nogales, Arizona) in 1814; however, there is little docu-
mentation of the Spanish efforts, and the first important
gold discovery came in 1858 along the Gila River. A
prospector named Jake Snively panned gold in a bend in
the river about 20 miles east of Yuma. This sparked a
short-lived rush and the founding of Gila City, where
nuggets to 22 ounces were reported to have been found
(Trimble 1989).

Snively was likely one of the many prospectors who
became disenchanted with the gold fields of California.
The discovery of gold at Sutter's Mill in 1848 had
brought thousands of treasure seekers to California.
Most of these would-be miners came by boat, but some
came along a southern land route that took them
through Tucson and followed the Gila River toward
California. Many noted the potential for gold in Ari-
zona, but hurried toward the Mother Lode in the Sierras.
Only after the California gold fields began to be de-
pleted did prospectors filter back into Arizona, hoping
to discover the next big lode. The strike along the
Gila River brought about a thousand miners to the
area. When the gold played out in less than two
years, these miners began to prospect the Arizona
desert.

May 2007, Page 6



Roadrunner Prospectors’ Club PRESORTED

P.O. Box 56804 FIRST-CLASS MAIL
Phoenix, AZ 85079-6804 S HORNIX A

PERMIT NO. 2326

Support the 1872 Mining Law

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May Events June Events

General Meeting — May 17 General Meeting — June 21

Outing — May 19 Outing — June 23
(Turkey Creek - Map 8)

New Member Orientation — May 21 New Member Orientation — none

Board Meeting — May 22 Board Meeting — June 26

$5.00 Annual badge Replacement Fee $20.00 Map Packet Replacement Fee
$10.00 Life badge Replacement Fee
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